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IEEE Referencing Style 
 
 
IEEE is one of several styles for academic writing. This guide provides basic 
guidelines and examples for citing sources using the IEEE Style. General guidelines 
for in-text citations and reference list are included in this manual. 
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IN-TEXT CITATIONS 
• References need not be cited in the text. 
• When they are, they appear on the line, in square bracket, inside the punctuation. 
• It is not necessary to mention either the author(s) or the date of the reference unless it is relevant to your text. 
• Grammatically, they may be treated as if they were footnote numbers, e.g., 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• Once a source has been cited, the same number is used in all subsequent references. 
• Citations are numbered in the order in which they appear in the text and each citation corresponds to a numbered reference containing 

publication information about the source cited in the reference list at the end of the research paper. 
• When citing more than one source at a time, the preferred method is to list each reference number separately with a comma or dash  

between each reference: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example: 

As shown by Brown [4], [5]; as mentioned earlier [2], [4 – 7] ; Smith [4] and Brown and Jones [5] 

Or as nouns: 

As demonstrated in [3]; according to [4] and [6 - 9]. 

 Preferred 
[1, 3, 5] 
[1-5] 
  

 Following method is also acceptable: 
Acceptable 
[1], [3], [5] 
[1] - [5] 
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REFERENCE LIST 
 
• The Reference List should appear at the end of your work on a separate page. 
• The entries should appear as one numerical sequence in the order that the material is cited in the text of your assignment 
• NOTE: Editing of references may entail careful renumbering of references, as well as the citations in text. 
• Style 

 Reference numbers are set flush left and form a column of their own, hanging out beyond the body of the reference.  
 The reference numbers are on the line, enclosed in square brackets. 
 In all references, the given name of the author or editor is abbreviated to the initial only and precedes the last name. 
 Use commas, around Jr., Sr., and III in names. For six or more authors, add et al. after first author’s name. 
 Note that when citing IEEE Transactions, if the month is not available, the number may be kept, although it is normally deleted.  
 Keep the day of the month when referencing a patent.  
 References may not include all information, please obtain and include relevant information. 
 Do not combine references; there must be only one reference with each number. 
 If there is a URL included with the print reference, it can be included at the end of the reference.  

 
• Special Reference List cases: 

 In the case of works by different authors with the same family name, list references alphabetically by the authors’ initials. 
 In the case of multiple works by the same author in different years, list references chronologically (earliest to latest). 
 In the case of multiple works by the same author in the same year, list references alphabetically by title in the Reference List. 

 
• When referring to Books, Book Chapters, Article Titles or Webpages, capitalize only the first letter of the first word of a title and subtitle, and 
proper nouns. 
 
Example: Aboriginals and the mining industry: Case studies of the Australian experience 
 
• When referring to Journal Titles, capitalize all major words (do not capitalize words such as ‘of’, ‘and’, & ‘the’ unless they are the first word in 
the title). 
 
Example: Journal of Exercise Science and Fitness 
 
*  
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BOOKS 

 PRINTED ELECTRONIC 

FORMAT First name initial. Author’s surname, Title (in italics), 
Edition (if not the first). Place of publication: Publisher, 
Year. 
 

First name initial. Author surname, Title of e-book(in italics), 
Edition (if stated). Place of publication: Publisher, Date of 
original publication. [Format]. Available: Source. 
 
 

1 AUTHOR 
 
 
 

J. Tribe. The Economics of Recreation, Leisure and Tourism, 
4th ed. London: Routledge, 2012. 
 

D. Andrea, Battery Management Systems for Large Lithium Ion 
Battery Packs. Norwood: Artech House Books, 2010. [E-book]. 
Available: E-brary. 

2-3 AUTHORS D.D. Mclean and A.R. Hurd. Kraus' Recreation and Leisure 
in Modern Society. Sudbury, MA: Jones & Bartlett Learning, 
2012.  
 

F. Okumus, L. Altinay and P. Chathoth. Strategic Management 
for Hospitality and Tourism .2010[E-book]. Available: 
EBSCOhost  
 

EDITED BOOK 
 
 

EDITED BOOK 
First name initial. Editor’ Surname, Ed(s). Title of the book, 
Edition, Vol. Place of publication: Publisher, Year. 
 
M.J. O’Neil, Ed. The Merck index: an encyclopedia of 
chemicals, drugs, and biologicals, 14th ed. Whitehouse 
Station, N.J: Merck, 2006. 
 

EDITED E-BOOK 
First name initial. Editor’s Surname, Ed(s). (Year). Title of E-
book. Edition (if available) [E-book]. Available: Source. 
 
C. Charyton, Eds. (2013). Creative Engineering Design 
Assessment: Background, Directions, Manual, Scoring Guide 
and Uses. [E-book]. Available: EBSCOhost 
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[Type text] 
 

 

 

CHAPTER IN A BOOK 

 PRINTED ELECTRONIC 

FORMAT 
 
 

AUTHOR 
First name initial. Author’s Surname. “Title of chapter in 
the book”, in Title of the book.  Place of publication: 
Publisher, Year, pp. page number. 
 
Examples: 
J.M. Berguist. “Multiculturalism in the United States: A 
comparative guide to acculturation and ethnicity”, in 
German Americans. New York, NY: Greenwood, 1992, pp. 
53-76. 

 
First name initial. Author’s Surname. “Title of chapter in the 
book”, in Title of the book. Place of publication: Publisher, Year, 
pp. page number. [E-book]. Available: Source 
 
Examples: 
T. Hinch and J.E.S. Higham. “Sport Tourism Markets: Event 
sport tourism markets”, in Sport Tourism Development. 
Buffalo: Channel View, 2004, pp. 12. [E-book]. Available:   
EBSCOhost 

 WITHOUT AUTHOR 
First name initial. Editor’s Surname, Ed(s)., “Title of chapter 
in the book”, in Title of the book.  Place of publication: 
Publisher, Year, pp. page number. 
 
Examples: 
C. Peters and M. Broersma (Ed.), “Participatory forms of 
journalism”, in Rethinking Journalism: trust and 
participation in a transformed news landscape. London: 
Routledge, 2013, pp. 13-15. 

 
First name initial. Editor’s Surname, Ed(s)., “Title of chapter in 
the book”, in Title of the book.  Place of publication: Publisher, 
Year, pp. page number. [E-book]. Available: Source 
 
Examples: 
C. Peters and M. Broersma (Ed.), “Participatory forms of 
journalism”, in Rethinking Journalism: trust and participation 
in a transformed news landscape. London: Routledge, 2013, 
pp. 13-15. [E-book]. Available:  EBSCOhost 
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[Type text] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOURNAL ARTICLE 

 PRINTED ELECTRONIC 

FORMAT 
 
 

First name initial. Author’s Surname, “Title of Article.” 
Journal Title(italicize), volume no., pp. page number, 
Month Year. 
 
 

First name initial. Author’s Surname. (Year, Month). “Title of 
Article.” Title of Journal [Online]. Volume (issue), page 
numbers. Available: URL address or DOI for article. 
 
* insert URL address if DOI is not available 

1-5 AUTHORS 
 

Examples: 
M. Coltheart, B. Curtis, P. Atkins, and M. Haller, “Models of 
reading aloud: Dual-route and parallel-distributed-
processing approaches.”, Psychological Review, vol.100, 
no.4, pp. 589-608, October 1993. 
 

Examples: 
Y. Chia-Chen. (2010). “Factors that influence international fans' 
intention to travel to the united states for sport tourism.”  
Journal Of Sport & Tourism [Online]. vol.15, no.2, 111-137. 
Available: doi: 10.1080/14775085.2010.498249 [Accessed May 
5, 2016] 

6 AND MORE 
AUTHORS 

P. M. Dietz et al., "Clinically identified maternal  
depression before, during, and after pregnancies ending in  
live births." The American Journal of Psychiatry, vol. 164,  
no. 10, pp. 1515-1520,  October 2007.  

P. M. Dietz et al., "Clinically identified maternal  
depression before, during, and after pregnancies ending in  
live births." The American Journal of Psychiatry, vol. 164,  
no. 10, pp. 1515-1520,  October 2007.  Available:  MEDLINE.  
[Accessed May 5, 2016] 
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[Type text] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEBSITE 

 AUTHOR 

FORMAT First name initial. Author’s Surname/Organization, “Article title”, Website title, Date of article publication.[Online]. Available: 
link to article.[Accessed date]. 
 
Examples: 
M. MacRae, “Dx marks the spot in cancer research”, The American Society of Mechanical Engineers [Online]. Available: 
https://www.asme.org/engineering-topics/articles/bioengineering/dx-marks-spot-cancer-research. [Accessed: May 5, 2015] 

HANDBOOKS AND MANUALS 

FORMAT AUTHOR NO AUTHOR 

 First name initial. Author’s Surname. Title of 
Handbook/Manual, edition. Company, City, State 
abbreviation/Country of publication, Year, pp. page 
number. 
 
Examples: 
P. F. White. Perioperative Drug Manual, 2nd ed. Elsevier,  
Philadelphia, USA, 2005, pp. 25. 
 

Title of Handbook/Manual, edition. Company, City, State 
abbreviation/Country of publication, Year, pp. page number. 
 
Examples: 
Design for manufacturability handbook, 2nd ed. McGraw-Hill, 
New York, USA, 1999, pp. 30-36. 
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[Type text] 
 

 

 

 

PATENTS  

 Printed Electronic 

FORMAT J. K. Author, “Title of patent,” U.S. Patent x xxx xxx, Abbrev. 
Month, day, year. 
 
Examples: 
[1]J. P. Wilkinson, “Nonlinear resonant circuit devices,” U.S.  
     Patent 3 624 125, July 16, 1990. 
 
NOTE: Use “issued date” if several dates are given. 

 Name of the invention, by investor’s name. (year, month day).  
 Patent Number [Type of medium]. Available:  site/path/file 
 
Examples: 
[2]Musical toothbrush with adjustable neck and mirror, by     
     L.M.R.  Brooks. (1992, May 19). Patent D 326 189 [Online].      
     Available:  NEXIS Library: LEXPAT File: DESIGN 

 

 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 

 PRINTED ELECTRONIC 

FORMAT A.A. Author’s Surname. “Title of Article,” Title of 
Newspaper: Section, p. page number, Month Date, Year. 
 
Examples: 
T. Sukumaran, “The pain of invinsible illnesses: Lack of 
database and experience adds pain to rare disease 
patients", The Star: Nation, p. 45, Dec. 12, 2014. 
 

A.A. Author’s Surname. “Title of Article,” Title of Newspaper: 
Section, p. page number, Month Date, Year. [Online]. Available: 
URL address. [Accessed date]. 
 
Examples: 
M. Carvalho. “Agencies face ‘headache’ in weeding out 67,000 
illegals with dubious ICs,” The Star: Nation, December 5, 2014. 
[Online]. Available: 
http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Nation/2014/12/05/Wan-
Junaidi-It-will-be-a-major-task-Agencies-face-headache-in-
weeding-out-67000-illegals-with-dubiou/. [Accessed December 
15, 2014]. 
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[Type text] 
 

 

 

 

STANDARDS, THESES, DISSERTATIONS and UNPUBLISHED 

STANDARD Title of Standard, Standard number, date. 
 
Examples: 
[4] IEEE Criteria for Class IE Electric Systems, IEEE Standard 308, 1969. 

 

THESES J. K. Author, “Title of thesis,” M.S. thesis, Abbrev. Dept., Abbrev. Univ., City of Univ., Abbrev. State, year. 
 
Examples: 
 S.C. Ng, “Study of motivational factors of Malaysian Chinese travel to China,” M.S. thesis, School of Hospitality and Tourism,  
Taylor’s Univ., Subang Jaya, Selangor, 2009. 
 

DISSERTATIONS J. K. Author, “Title of dissertation,” Ph.D. dissertation, Abbrev. Dept., Abbrev. Univ., City of Univ., Abbrev. State, 
 
Examples: 
H. C. Hiew, “Narrow-band analyzer,” Ph.D. dissertation, Taylor’s Business School, Taylor’s Univ., Subang Jaya, Selangor, 2014. 
 

UNPUBLISHED These are the two most common types of unpublished references. 
Basic Format : 
 J. K. Author, private communication, Abbrev. Month, year. 
 J. K. Author, “Title of paper,” unpublished. 
Examples: 
[5] A. Harrison, private communication, May 1995. 
[6] B. Smith, “An approach to graphs of linear forms,” unpublished. 
[7] A. Brahms, “Representation error for real numbers in binary 
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[Type text] 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT 

 Printed 

FORMAT J. K. Author, “Title of report,” Abbrev. Name of Co., City of Co., Abbrev. State, Rep. xxx, year. 
 
Examples: 
[3]P. Diament, S. L. Richert, and W. L. Lupatkin, “V-line surface-wave radiation and scanning,” Dept. Elect. Eng., Columbia 
     Univ., New York, Sci. Rep. 85, Aug. 1991. 
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[Type text] 
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[9]The Northern Alberta Institute of Technology Library (2014). IEEE Style Guidelines & Examples NAIT Library. Retrieved from     

     http://www.nait.ca/libresources/citations/ieee_examples.pdf 

 

 

 
 

 

[5] A. Harrison, private communication, May 1995. 

[6] B. Smith, “An approach to graphs of linear forms,” unpublished. 
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